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For MONDAY, February 10, 1794. 





Authentic Trial at Large of Marie Anloinette, late 
Queen of France, be ore the Revolutionary Trilunal, 
> 
at Paris, on Tucfday, Oétober 15, 1793. 


(Concluded from Page 79.) 


“HE Prefident then moved for the court to adjourn; and 
I the Queen was conducted back to prifon. 

Hamart, Prefident of the Tribunal, fummed up the evi- 
dence in the following manner : 

“ Citizens of the jury! The French nation, by its organ 
the Public Accufer, has accufed before the national jury, Marie 
Antoinette of Auftria, widow of Louis Capet, of having beci 
the accomplice, or rather inftigatrix of moft of the crimes of 
which the laft tyrant of France was found guilty—of baving 
herfelf kept upafecret underitanding with power ful foreign 
nations, efpecially with the King of Bohemia and Hungary, 
her brother—with the ci-devant Er migrant French Princes, and 
traiterous Generals—with having jurnifhed the enemies 1 the 
republic with fuppli es Of money, “and of having confpired with 
them again{t the external and internal fecurity ‘a the dite 

«A great example is this day given to the univer{e, and it 
will furely not be loft upon then nations which inhabitit, Na- 
ture and reafon, fo long outraged, are fatisfied at laft, and 
equality is triumphant. A woman who lately poflefled all the 
mott brilliant appendages which the pride of Kings and the 
bafenefs of flaves could invent, oecupies now, before the ‘Tri« 

Vou. XXL. 574. Q bunal 
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bunal of the nation, the place which was occupied two days 
ago by another woman; and this equality fecures impartial 
juttice. 

“ This trial, citizens of the jury,is not one of thofe where 
a fingle faét, a fingle crime, is fubmitted to your confcience 
and your knowledge. You have to jedge all the political life 
of the accufed, ever fince fhe came to fit by the fide of the laft 
King of the French; but you muft, above all, fix your deli- 
beration upon the manceuvres which fhe never cealed to em- 
ploy, to deftroy rifing liberty, either from witkin the kingdom, 
by her clofe connexion with infamous Minifters, peridious 
Generals, and faitilefs Reprefentatives of the People, or from 
without the kingdom, by caufing the negociation of that 
monftrous coalition of the defpots of Europe, which hiftory 
holds up to ridicule for their impotence: In fhort, by her 
correfpondence with the ci-devant Emigrant French Princes, 
and their agents. 

“© Had we wifhed for an oral proof of all thofe deeds, the 
prifoner ought to have been made to appear before the whole 
French nation. The material proofs reft in the papers feized 
in the abode of Louis Capet, enumerated in a report made to 
the National Convention by Goheir, one of its Members, in 
the collection of the juttificatory picces of the act of accufa- 
tion pafled againft Louis Capet by the Convention. Latftly 
and chiefly, citizens of the jury, the proof lies in the political 
events of which you have all been witnefles and judges. 

“¢ If it were permitted to me, in fulfilling a limited office, to 
have yielded to emotions of humanity, we ihould have invoked 
before the jury the manes of our brothers at Nancy, at the 
Champ de Mars, at the frontiers of La Vendee, at Martfcilles, 
at Lyons, at Toulon, in confequence of the infernal machi- 
nations of this modern Medicis: We fhould have brought 
before you the fathers, the mothers, the wives, the infants of 
thofe unhappy patriots!—What dol fay? Unhappy! They 
have died for liberty, and faithful to their country. All thofe 
families, in tears and defpair, would have accufed Antoinette of 
having {natched from them every thing that was moft dear to 
them in the world, and the deprivation of which renders life 
infupportable. In effect, if the fatellites of Auftrian defpo- 
tifm have broken in for a moment on our frontiers, and if they 
have there committed atrocitics of which the hiftory even of 
barbarous nations does not furnifha parallel example; if our 
ports, our plains, and our cities, are fold or given up, is it not 
evidently the refult of the manoeuvres planned at the T huilleries, 
and 
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and of which Marie Antoinette was at once the inftigatrix 
and the moving principle? Thefe, citizen jurors, are the pub- 
lic events which form the mais of proof that overwhclms 
Marie Antoinette. 

“ With regard to the declarations which were made in 
bringing on this trial, and the debates which have taken place, 
there refult from them certain facts, which come directly in 
proof of the principal accufation brought againit the widow 
Capet. All the other details, given either as hiftory of the 
revolution, or in the proceedings againft certain notorious per- 
fonages, and fome treacherous public functionaries, vanilh 
before the charge of high treafon, which weighs heavily upon 
Antoinette of Auftria, widow of the ci-devant King.” 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Tuespay, December 17. 

Sittings after Term. 

CoTTon verjus FRANCO, 


HIS a@idn was brought to recover the amount of three 
bills of ‘exchange with re-exchange from the defendant. 

It appeared that the defendant, had drawn three bills of ex- 
change upon Mefirs. Pache and Co. at Paris, in favour of the 
plaintiff, who paid them away to Meflis. Taffang and Co. at 
Paris. 

The bills were prefented, and difhonoured, in confequence 
of a decree of the Convention, which enjoined the non-pay- 
ment of any foreign bill of exchange. Upon this Mefirs. 
Taffang and Co. re-drew upon the plaintiff for the amount— 
this neceflarily produced re-exchange. 

When the defendant was informed that the bills were dif- 
honoured, he made fome obfervation upon the conduct of 
Mefirs. Tafling and Co. with refpect to two of the bills that 
were become due on the Saturday that they were received, but 
had not been prefented till the Sunday, along with the other 
bill, when the decree of the Convention took place. The 
defendant however faid, that he had no objection to pay the 
three bills, with intereft and all charges except the re-exs 
change. 


Q 2 Lord 
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Lord Kenyon obferved, that the queftion was, whether the 
holder of the two bills, at the time they became due, and who 
did not.prefent them, did not make themhisown? With re- 
fpect to the other bill, there could be no queftion but that the 
holder had a juft right to the full amount of it in monies num- 
bered at Paris. 

The Jury withdrew for fome time, and returned with a ver- 
dist for the plaintiff for the amount of the three biils, with in- 
tereft and all charges, except the re-exchange. 

Lord Kenyon.—“ A very equitable and honeft verdict.” 





GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
December 18. ‘ 
Sittings before Lord Kenyon and a Special “Fury of Merchants, 
MartrHews,- Qui Tam, verfusGryritus & OTHERS. 


THIS action was brought on the Statute of Ufury, and was 
a profecution againft the defendants, who are proprictors of 
the Portimouth Bank, in order to cover penalties to the amount 
of 30,000). 

The outlines of Mr. Bower’s opening to the Jury were thefe: 
This profecution was inftituted for the purpofe of bringing to 
light certain tranfactions which appeared, in the way in which 
they were ftated, not to be very reputable for the defendants, 
and which would require more explanation than was appre- 
hended could be given before they could be juftified. The 
ufury complained of did not arife out of a fingle tranfaction, 
where an enormous premium had been taken, but was the 
confequence of a ferics of tranfactions in difcounting bills for 
raifing money for the ufe of a lady of the name of Stuart. 

Thirty-three inftances could be given where the defendants 
had taken 61. 6s. per cent. difcount, 

Mrs, Stuart had falt-works in the neighbourhood of Portf 
mouth, and being fometimes prefled for money to pay the falt- 
duties in proper time, and which muft be paid before the could 
bring this commodity to market, the directed an application to 
be made to the prefent defendants, to fee whether they would 
fupply her with money. They informed her that they would, 
provided fhe would take their fhop-notes for cath, “This was 
agreed 
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agreed to, and for fome time this bufinefS went on; and in 
every tranfaction the defendants’ notes were given as cath. 

Mrs. Stuart gave them bills payable at 30 days, which they 
difcounted and paid in their Portfmouth bank-notes. At laft 
the defendants told Mrs, Stuart, that this fort of traffic would 
never aniwer their purpofe, if their fhop-notes were to be re- 
turned as foonas they had ifflued them. ‘They therefore came 
to a new agreement, which was this :—The defendants agreed 
to difcount at five per cent. bills fent them by Mrs, Stuart, 
payable at 30 days after date; but inftead of paying thefe bills 
in cafh, or in their notes, as formerly, they gave her bills on 
Fry and Co, in London, at three days after fight ; it was there- 
fore feven days after thefe bills on London were given before 
Mrs. Stuart could be in pofleffion of the cafh; fo that the de- 
fendants got feven days time on this tranfaction, and Mrs. Stuart 
paid 6], 6s. per cent. for a great length of time, and through a 
vat variety of tranfaQions,and which, as was commonly the 
cafe, involved that lady in confiderable difficulty and diftre(s. 

It would appear that the defendants were aware that they 
were not doing what was corre&t, when he had ftated an ad- 
ditional circumitance, namely, that after they had ceafed 
giving their own notes, they thought proper to go through the 
ceremony of giving their notes with the one hand, and in- 
ftantly taking them back with the other, and fubftituting in 
their places bills.on London at three days. For fome time the 
bufincfs was carried on in that way ; but at laft they thought 
that ceremony quite unneceflary ; and when Mrs. Stuart fent 
her bills at 30, days fight, they took back five per cent. dif- 
count, and gave her bills on London at three days, which, to 


) 


ecther with the three days of grace, and tie time the bills took 
5 es > 
in coming to town, made feven days, 


The principal witnefs on the part of the plaintiff was 
Thomas Knot, who had lived long in the fervice of Mrs, 
Stuart. He faid, thee Mrs. Stuart, about November, 1788, 
gave the defendants a bill at 30 days, which they difcounted for 
her, and paid in their own notes. ‘They continued in their 
dealings for fome time in that way, and afterwards Mrs. 
Stuart, in return for her bills at 30 days, got bills on London 
at three days, inftead of the Portfmouth bank-notes. He did 
not recollect the circumftances that had induced the defen- 
dants to rcfufe giving their own notes. 

The firlt bill that was produced was dated Dec. 21, 1792, 
for 600l.at 3odays. The defendanis difcounted it at five per 
ceut. and in return gave Mrs. Stuart a bill for the fame fum 
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of 600]. on Fry and Co. London, at three days after fight. 
No dedu€tion was made in the difcount for the feven days. 

One of the Gentlemen of the Jury (a banker) here ob- 
ferved, that the defendants in this cafe had only done that which 
was conftantly done by all the other country bank. 

Lord Kenyon.—* I have a very clear opinion on the law, 
and Iam clear that this is ufury beyond all doubt upon earth. 
The queftion is, whether the party who had paid five per cent. 
difcount had the money at the time fhe paid it ?” 

Mr. Erfkine.—“ She pays the difcount, and then my 
clients afk her, whether the choofes to have bills on London, or 
cath ? and it was more advantageous to have bills on London,” 

Lord Kenyon.—Although both the parties were confenting 
to that, they cannot doit; they ought to have returned part of 
the difcount when they did not pay the ready money.” 

Mr. Erfkine.— The whole country would be undone.” 

Lord Kenyon.—“ There is no danger of that. The words 
of the ftatute are the moft comprehenfive that the Jegiflature 
could think of to prevent any fetch or fcuffe. This is as 
clear a cafe as ever was ftated either to a lawyer, or by a law- 
yer. If there has been a mifapprehenfion in this cafe on the 
part of the defendants, I fhould be extremely forry if they 
were obliged to pay.” 

Mr, Bower.—“ I am ready to confent that this caufe fhall 
ftand over, that it may be compounded on the moft reafonable 
terms. I do not wifh to pufh it to the end, and it will be for 
the Court to fay what ought to be done.” 

Mr. Bearcroft.— A certain number of penalties may now 
be taken. I have known that done without ary harm.” 

be Erfkine.—“* Mrs, Stuart preferred bills in London to 
ca Peo 

Lord Kenyon.— In that cafe the defendant ought only 
to have taken the difcount for thirty days—minus feven days.” 

The witnefs faid, that he would have taken for Mrs. Stuart 
cafh, or Portfmouth bank notes, rather than bills on London 
at three days. The lofs his miftrefs fuftained by taking thefe 
bills was, that the money that was received on account of 
thefe bills for the ufe of Mrs, Stuart, was not received till the 
expiration of feven days: Whereas, if he had received cath 
from the bankers, it would have been received in London the 
very next day, inftead of waiting feven days. 

Mr. Erfkine.—“ If Mrs. Stuart had taken cafh, and fent 
it to London, the muft have paid a much larger fum on that 
account than the difference of feven days difcount; and there- 
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fore the giving her bills on London was matter of con- 
venience.” 

Lord Kenyon.—* This is not a queftion of convenience or 
inconvenience; but the queftion is, whether this cafe comes 
within the ftatute; and I am moft decidedly of opinion that it 
does.” 

Mr. Bower.—* I fhall give up 26 of the penalties.” 

On crofs-examination the witnefs faid, that if he could have 
got cath or notes, he fhould have liked them better than bills 
on London, or at three days. He never was offered notes or 
cath by the defendants, or he fhould moft certainly have taken 
it. If he had been paid in guineas, he fhould have fent them 
up to London. 

Lord Kenyon.—* I cannot enter into any circumftance of 
convenience ; there may be other things to which this pay- 
ment may be applied ; but taking it to be bills payable feven 
days afterwards, [ do not believe that there is a lawyer in the 
Jand that ever doubted, or that ever can doubt it.” 

Mr. Erfkine.—* If a man, for his convenience, will not 
have money of his banker, but will have a bill, by which means 
the banker is put to expence and inconvenience, he may take 
that, not by way of difcount, but as a compenfation for his 
expence.”’ 

Lord Kenyon.—* Excluding one part of your propofition, 
on account of your expence, you may very much vary this 
cafe.” 

Mr. Erfkine.—‘ This is what the great corporation of the 
Bank of England conftantly does; and if thefe gentlemen 
have acted inadvertently in this cafe, 1 am fure your Lordfhip 
would not with to load them with penalties.” 

Lord Kenyon.—“ Moft certainly not. I have always re- 
commended it to juries to find the defendants Not Guilty, 
where there has been any miftake in cafting up accounts, and 
by that means more has been taken than legal intercft.”’ 

Mr. Erfkine—“ The Bank of England does every day 
what the defendants inthis cafe havedone. Their Bank pott~- 
bills are payable at feven days fight ; and no deduction is ever 
made on that account.” 

Lord Kenyon.— When an action is brought againft the 
Bank on one of thele bills, [ fhall give my opinion on that 
fubject. This is not ufury ; nor has it any thing to do with 
ufury.” 

Mr. Erfkine.—I humbly conceive, my Lord, this is that 
very cafe,” 

9 Lord Kenyon. 
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Lord Kenyon. This cafe is extremely different. In 
this cafe one of the parties has paid, and the other has received 
intereft ; and the only quettion is, Has he received more than 
five per cent ?” 

The witnels faid he never had his choice to have cafh, notes, 
or bills on London, but was always obliged to take the laft,— 
After they ceafed giving him their notes for Mrs, Stuart’s bills, 
they ufed to give him notes with the one hand, and inftantly 
take them back again for bills on London at three days after 
fight. 

Ar. Sedan faid he lived on Tower-iill, and was agent for 
Mrs. Stuart for the payment for the falt duties. The remit- 
tances were made frequently by bills on London at three days 
fight, from Griffith’s houfe. Mrs. Stuart was fometimes 
prefied to make her payments in due time, for the want of the 
arrival of thefe bills in time; and he had feveral times dif- 
counted bills after they came to London. 

The Counfel on both fides, after a private confultation for 
fome time, agreed that the parties fhould have an opportunity 
of adjufting this bufinefs, and therefore they withdrew a 
juror. 

Lord Kenyon.— Ihave a word to fay on this cafe. The 
opinion which I have given feems to be fo clear in point of 
law, that I do not believe there isa man living who can enter- 
tain the fmalleft doubt on it; and its extends thus far: Where 
a party takes five per cent. difcount as for ready money, and yet 
does not pay for ready money, but bills payable at a future day, 
though both parties confent to this tranfaction, and though it 
may be for the convenience of both, 1 am clear that it is 
uiury. 

“ I tried a cafe from the Sudbury Bank, which, though in 
fome refpects fimilar to this, was attended with different cir 
cumftances. My opinion there was conformable to the opie 
nion of the Gentlemen of the Jury, who found a verdict for 
the defendant. 

‘© ‘There may be many negociations, where it may be more 
convenient for a party to take bills than cafh; and in that cafe 
the banker may fay, © You fhall give me a premium,’ and he 
may take it to any extent. But this is an offence againft the 
ftatute of ufury, for taking five per per cent. difcount for that 
which was not money at the time, and which was incapable of 
being converted into money’s worth up to the extent for which 
tie difcount was taken; and what muft ftrike the feelings of 
cvery man is, that another intereft was paid for fome of thele 
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bills after they arrived in London. This cafe therefore is as 
clear as the fun, and muft come home to the feelings of every 
man of common fenfe.”’ 





AN aétion was tried in the Court of King’s Bench, Dec. 175 
brought by the plaintiff to compel the defendant to pay his 
fubfcription on three policies of infurance. It appeared in 
evidence, that the agent of the plaintiff had engaged three 
fhips at port L’Orient for the Southern whale fifhery, and 
that they had been underwritten by the defendant. One of 
the fhips had aétually proceeded on her voyage, but was driven 
back by contrary winds, The other two did not leave the 
port, but were entered outwards. On the 4th of February, 
in confequence of adecree of the French Convention, an em- 
bargo was laid upon all dhips then in French ports belonging 
to Britifh fubje€&ts. The material queftion then was, Whetoer, 
in this cafe, the defendant was liable? Lord Kenyon exe 
prefled a with, That this might be made a Special Cafe, as 

was a pure abitract point of law. The Jury found a fpe- 
cial verdict fer the plaintiff, damages 313]. 15s. 





GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Sittings after Term } 
Tuurspay, December Ig. 


WHITWELL, and OTHERS, AssIGNEES of STEPHENS aud 
HATTERSLEY, verjus ‘THOMPSON. 


THIS was a caufe of much intricacy in the detail, of much 
length in the developement, but of decided underftanding as to 
the verdict and confequences. 

It was an action of trover, for the recovery of an inden- 
ture of leafe, transferred by the bankrupts, of whom the plains 
tiffs were aflignees, to the defendant. 

The cafe, as ftated on the part of the plaintiffs, was this : 
The bankrupts, Stephens and Hatterfley were merciants, 
partly employed in the fitting out of fhips for the Southern 
Whale Fithery, partly in carrying on the retail trade of oil- 
men, in Whitechapel. In the month of May, 1788, finding 
their affairs embarraffed, they had committed what were deemed 
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acts of bankruptcy, by executing a deed, bearing date the 
2gth of May, 1788, transferring the retatl trade from the 
partnerfhip, to the two fons of the partner Stephens 5 and alfo 
a fettlement in truft, bearing date the goth of May, 1788, to 
Hatterfley, for the ufe of his wife, daughter of Stephens, which 
were admitted under the ftatute of James I, to be an act of 
bankruptcy, as far as refpected Stephens, from the obvious con- 
fcioufneis of their infolvent ftate. ; 

In order to effe&t, however, the transfer of a beneficial ins 
tereft, in a leafe from the bankrupts to the defendant Thomp- 
fon, which transfer took place on June 10, 1788, it was ne« 
ceffary to prove, either an act of bankruptcy, previous theretoy 
or that it was done in contemplation thereof, ‘The evidence 
only proving an act of bankruptcy of Hatterfley in September 
of the fame _year, it was argued by Mr. Erfkine, Counfel for 
the plaintiffs, who fought to fet afide the leafe transferred to 
the defendant, that one of the bankrupts having committed aa 
evident actof bankruptcy previous to the transfer in queftion, 
they could not have made the conveyance in queftion without a 
manifeft contemplation of bankruptcy, which, among others, 
muft have rendered the whole tranfaction void. 

Mr. Bowyer, on the part of the defendants, contended, and 

ewed by the evidence of the defendant’s fon, that the trans 
fer of the jeafe was not a preference paid to one original cree 
ditor over another, but a valuable confideration given for an 
aQual and prefent benefit received by the acceptance of notes, 
for the purpofe of fupporting a falling firm, and coupled with a 
fecurity for paft acceptances, to be paid, and which were 
actually paid hereafter. 

Lord Kenyon, after ftating the particular fats upon which 
the cafe ftood, and which took up a confiderable time in the in- 
veftigation, declared his decided opinion in favour of the de- 
fendant, who, his Lordthip declared, was to be deemed, not a3 
a paft creditor receiving a favourable preference, but a fecurity 

or prefent affiftance ; and the Jury accorded with his Lorde 
fhip’s opinion, and found a verdict for the defendant. 

The event of this decifion is, that Mr. Thompfon is enti- 
tled to a moiety of the benefit of the leafes fo transferred to 
him in the name of the partner‘hip ; the other moiety wil] re- 
vert to the aflignees of the bankrupis, one of them, Stephens, 
being at the time of transfer a bankrupt, and having no right 
fo to transfer. 
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GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Tuurspay, December 1Q. 

Sittings before Lord Kenyon and a Special Fury of Merchants. 


KILHAM ver/us CADDELL. 


THIS caufe was of a very fingular complexion. 

Mr. Erfkine obferved, that Mr. Kilham had brought this 
ation to queftion the validity of a commiffion of bankruptcy 
that had iffued againft him. The defendant was the meflenger 
in pofleffion under that commiffion, The plaintiff contended 
that he never committed the act of bankruptcy; that there was 
no petitioning creditor’s debt ; and that of courfe the com- 
miffion ought to be fuperfeded, 

Mr. Mingay, as Counfel for the defendant, ftated, that in 
the year 1789 this worthy gentleman was made a bankrupt ; 
that he had attended three times before the Commiffioners ; 
that he had applied for his certificate, and that it had been figned 
by all, except one or twoof his creditors, ‘This bankrupt had 
Jain by for five years, and got his certificate from a number of 
his creditors: And if he had waited a little longer, the ftatute 
of limitations might have run on the petitioning creditor’s 
debt. He faid he fhould prove an act of bankruptcy, and a pe- 
titioning creditor’s debt. 

The learned Counfe! read to his Le* dhhip, as in point, a cafe 
from 5 Bur. 2624, to prove this action could not be maine 
ained. 

Lord Kenyon,—I do not think that cafe like this, One 
wonders there has not been fome limitation to this queftion ; 
that there has not been fome time ipecified within which it 
mutt be agitated. I: is the moft inconvenient fyitem that can 
be imagined. 

Mr. Law, as Counfel for the defendant, obferved, that this 
queftion came before Lord Loughborough at the affizes. His 
Lordihip in that cafe held that the plaintiff having appeared at 
the bankruptcy, it was not open to him afterwards to difpute 
the validity of the comimiffion. 

Lord Kenyon.—I do not know where to draw, the line, 
and I do not wifh to make a precedent ; I would rather that the 
Legiflature fhould make it. 

Mr. Mingay proved, by Hugh Wilfon, an act of bankruptcy, 
2nd a petitioning creditor’s debt. 


R 2 Lord 
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Lord Kenyon.—Any creditor might avail himfelf of a 
collufion to fet afide bankruptcy. But after all the expences 
have been incurred, fhall the bankrupt himfelf be permitted to 
take the advantage of his own collution with fome of his 
creditors, and to fay the whole proceedings are a mere nullity? 

Mr. Erfkine faid, the plaintiff’s cafe did not depend ona 
collufion between the bankrupt and his creditors, but on a 
collufion between fome of the creditors themfelves, without 
his knowledge. 

Plaintiff nonfuited. 





K IN G’s BEN C lt. 
Cafe of the Rev. Mr. Frenv. 


M;. RAINE moved the Court for a writ of Mandamus to 
be directed to the Bithop of Ely, commanding him to reftore 
the Rev. Mr. Frend to all the rights and privileges of a Fellow 
of the College at Cambridge, from which he had been expelled 
for writing a fuppofed libellous pamphlet. 

Mr. Raine in fupport of his motion ftated, that Mr. Frend 
had not been heard in his defence prior to the fentence of ex- 
pulfion. There were no exceptionable paflages in the pam- 
phict that militated againft the ftatutes of the College. The 
principal witnefs upon whofe evidence the fentence had been 
pronounced, Mr. Frend offered to atteft upon oath, had aflerted 
afalfehood. Mr. Frend had appealed to the Lifhop of Ely, as 
the vifitor of the College, who had affirmed the fentence with- 
out hearing Mr. Frend. The learned Counfel faid, that the 
obje& of this motion was to afford Mr. Frend an opportunity 
of being heard, and therefore hoped the Court would grant a 
rule to thew caufe, in order that the cafe might undergo a 
folemn difcuffion. 

Mr. Gibbs followed on the fame fide with great ability. 
The Court was clearly of opinion that there was not the leaft 
foundation for the prefent motion. The cafe had been heard 
and decided at Cambridge, before the proper forum. ‘The 
Court of King’s Bench could not interfere and fay, that the 

Bifhop of Ely had done wrong. ‘The fentence was founded 
upon the laws and ftatutes of the College, and there was no 
tna to prove that the proceedings were unjuft and oppre{= 
ive. 

The motion was rejected. 

OLD 
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OLD BAIL E YY 
JOHN CORNISH was tried upon the Black AG, for 


malicioufly maiming and wounding a mare, the property of his 
mafter, Mr. Thomas Wells. 

Thomas Wells faid that on the 23d of November laft, the 
prifoner came to him, and faid, “ Mafter what is to be done 
with the old mare, her tongue is dropping out ?” the witnefs 
was furprifed at this information, knowing that nothing ailed 
the animal. He therefore fufpeéted that the prifoner had been 
cruelly beating it, and was ftrengthened in his fufpicion, by ob 
ferving that one of its eyes was beat out; this was all he knew 
of the matter. 

Thomas Rowman faid, that on the 23d of November, he 
heard the noife of a horfe and cart, and faw the prifoner lay 
hold of the mare’s bridle with one hand, and with the other he 
held the butt end of the whip, with which he violently beat the 
animal upon the head and mouth; he repeated the blows till 
the mare’s tongue dropt out. “Che prifoner’s hand was very 
bloody, and he picked up the tongue, looking at it, and then 
threw it away among fome goofeberry bufhes. 

The learned Judge obferved it had been determined, that 
inorder to conititute the offence in queftion, it fhould appear 
in evidence, that the maiming of the horfe fhould arife trom 
malice againft the owner of it. - 

The Jury found the prifoner—Not Guilty. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For JANUARY, 1794. 


HIS month, which introduced the new year with the come 

mon feftivities, is diftinguifhed, ina political view, by 

the mecting of Parliament. The fubjeQ, or rather fubjects, of 

their difcuflion, carries back the mind to a review of the prin= 
cipal events of 1793. 

It had been long evident, that the court of London viewed 
the revolution in France with jealoufy, concern, and difguit 5 
although the commercial intereft of the nation reitrained the 
Britifh Government from taking an open and active part for its 
fupprefion, But itis not always by motives of intereit tha 
nations, any more than individuals, are guided in their councils, 


and determined in their a¢tions, Sympathy with fuffering ins 
nocence 5 
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nocence; indignation againft cruelty and injuftice ; have often 


fed individuals to make exertions in favour of others that they 
would not have had the courage of making for themfelves. And 
there are Say of exciting, for a time, the general 
pathic 





fympathics hies of natiens. The murder of the late 

King of France, the amiab'’e Louis XVI. and thoufands of 
other victims, ftruck the nations around, but none more than 
the generous people of England, with horror. Sorrow for 
the dead was mingled with apprehenfion for the fafety of the 
living. 

The French, with all the fanaticifm of innovation, and the 
arrogance peculiar to that nation, were zealous in the propa 
gation of thcir principles, and had the prefumption to hold up 
their chaos of political confufion, not yet formed, but to be 
formed ona plan of metaphyfical perfection, as a model of imi- 
taticn to all their neighbours. Men of property, and good mo 
gals, and good hopes, took the alarm. Aflociations, at the fuge 
geition, and indeed defire, of the Britith Adminiftration, were 
every where formed, for counteracting the operations of thofe 
republican and democratical meetings, ftyling themfelves, 
Friends to Reform, and Friends tothe People: Among whom, 
indeed, were many well-difpofed and patriotic individuals; but 
who, in their zeal for change, forgot that there is no fuch thing 
as topping the multitude, once in motion, and faying, hitherto 
fhall ye come, and no farther. It plainly appeared, that a large 
majority of all that is moft refpectable in the nation were firmly 
attached to the King and conftitution in church and ftate. The 
nurmurs of the reformers were loft in the general voice of 
the nation, 

Lritain joined the confederacy againft France; Spain, 
Portugal, Naples, and Tufcany, followed her example; Venice, 
Genoa, Geneva, and Hamburgh, remained, or were forced to 
obierve a neutrality ; Sweden and Denmark, notwithftanding 
the remonitrances of our court, furnifhed fupplies to the 
French: Bat thetz very circumstances, in all probability, have 
had their influence in determining the Czarina to make thofe 
mighty preparations, now on foot, for action next fummer, 
and which are generally fuppofed to be deftined, collaterally, 
for the humiliation of France ; though their ultimate object, 
if we may judge from the uniform amb:tion of that great Prin- 
cefs, is, in fome fhape or other, her own aygrandifement. 
While fo many men of different kindreds and languages fympa- 
thifed fincerely and lamented the fall and the dangers of Kings 
confederated Kings favoured or connived at the ruin of hibeity, 
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and of the rights of mankind in Poland: Where the modera- 
tion and jultice of the people formed a contrait with the atro- 
cities of France, and had fhaped a courfe worthy of the dige 
nity, and not injurious to the caufe of freedom. 

Before Great Britain joined the Germans and Sardinians, 
the French, judging of her defigns by her frowning afpect, had 
declared war againft the Stadthelder and the King (not the peo= 
ple) of Great Britain, A ¥rench army under Dumourier 
invaded Holland. But the fiege of Maeftricht was raifed by 
the Prince of Cobourg ; the French retreated into Flanders 
towards Valenciennes and Lifle; Dumourier, threatened by 
his enemics at home, went over, with a {mall part of his army, 
to the enemy; the confederates, among whom we now num 
ber the Englith under the Duke of York, reduced Conde, 
Valenciennes, Saar Louis, and Quefroy. The Duke of 
York, parting from the grand army, made an unfuccefsful at- 
tempt on Dunkirk ; the raifing of the fiegeof which place ine 
fpired the French with an audacity that threatened the Nether- 
lands and the confines of Germany. | 

But, to balance this misfortune, the ftrong French lines be- 
tween /Veiffenberg and Lauterberg, were forced by the Auftrians, 
and Toulon was furrendered tothe Britifh and Spanifh Ad- 
mirals in the Mediterranean, who took pofleffion of it in the 
name of Louis the XVIUth of France. Lord Hood held out 
to the people of Toulon and of France an approbation and 
determination to fupport the French conftitution of 1789. 
A proclamation by the King of Great Britain promifed pro 
tection to the peaceable among the French in general, without 
{pecifying any particular mode of Government, by which peace 
might be reftored or maintained. 

In proportion to the fuccefles and good fortune of the allies 
at Weiflemberg and Toulon, the violence of the French was 
inflamed ; and, as the irruption of the Duke of Bruntwick 
had haftened the death of the King, fo the fuccefles juit men- 
tioned precipitated that of the Queen. 

The French feemed to poflets an elafticity of courage that 
rofe under misfortune, They were unwearied in their eiforts 
to recover the advantages they had loft onthe Rhine. Repulled 
by the Duke of Brunfwick at Landau, and on the fame day des 
feated by the troops under General Wuraier, with incredible 
lofs, they drew back, for a thort time, bebind Strafburg, bus 
foon returned to the charge, hung on the confederates, ha- 
rafled them inceflautly, and, having defeated them in feveral en= 
gagements, forced them to raile the fiege ot Landau, ani to 

vu dwre 
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fall back beyond the Rhine, for the fafety of their principal 
pofts onthe German frontier, and the fecurity of their winter 
quarters: So that, at the end of the campaign, the pofleffion 
of four towns was the whole fruit of the campaign ; for Tou- 
lon it was found neceflary to evacuate. In the Weft Indics 
Britain reduced Tobago, and a fort leading to the pofleffion of 
St. Domingo. 

In the mean time, while thefe things were going onin the 
field, the French endeavoured to fupport the principles from 
which their public actions flowed, by feafts in imitation of the 
Greeks and Romans; in which, inftead of gods and goddefles, 
they ufed perfonifications of powers and qualities ; and by the 
fabrication of an almanac, in which events and dates are 
marked, not by any terms or epochas that have any reference 
to God, or to religion, but by figns or terms drawn from na- 
tural objects; and eras taken from important difcoveries, and 
moral and political revolutions. 

The Englith Government, on the other hand, endeavoured 
to oppofe the introduétion of French principles, by means of an 
a&t for reftraining all intercourfe with them, called, an A&t for 
the Prevention of traiterous Correfpondence ; and of a ftrid 
and fevere profecution of every thing that tended to fedition. 





SHORT HISTORY of NEWSPAPERS. 
HOUGH Venice produced the firft Gazette in 1536, 


it was circulated in manufcript long after the invention 
of printing, to the clofe of the 16th century, as appears from 
a colle&tion of thefe Gazettes in the Maliabechian library at 
Florence, according to Mr. Chalmers, in his curious and en- 
tertaining life of Ruddiman, page 114. 

Mr. Chalmers obferves, that it may gratify our national 
pride to be told, that we owe to the wifdom of Elizabeth, and 
the prudence of Burleigh, the circulation of the firft printed 
entitled News-Paper, the Englifh Mercurie, printed during 
the time of the Spanifh Armada ; the firft number, preferved 
ftill in the Britith Mufeum, is marked 50; it is dated the 
23d of July 1558, and contains the following curious article : 

“ Yefterday the Scotch Ambaflador had a private audience 
of her Majeity, and delivered a letter from the King his maf- 
ter, containing the moft cordial aflurances of adhering to her 
Majefty’s interefts, and to thofe of the Proteftant religion; 
and the young King faid to her Majefty’s Minifter at his Court, 
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that all the favour he expected from the Spaniards was, the 
courtefy of Polyphemus to Ulyfles, that he fhould be devoured 
the laft.”” 

Thefe publications were however then, and long after, 

ublifhed inthe fhape of {mall pamphlets, and fo they were 
called in a traét of one Burton’sin 1614: “ If any one read 
now a days, it is in a play-book or a Pamphlet of Newes,” 
for fo the word was originally fpelled. 

From 1588 to 1622, and during the pacific reign of James 
the Firft, few of thefe publications appeared; but the thirty 
years war, and the victories of the great King Guftavus Adol- 
phys, having excited the curiofity of our countrymen, a 
weekly paper, called the Newes of the Prefent Week, was 
printed by Nathaniel Butler, in 1622, which was continued 
afterwards in 1626, under another title, by Mercurius Brit- 
tannicus; and they were fucceeded by the German Intelli- 
gencer in 1630, and the Swedifh Intelligencer ip 1631 5 which 
laft was compiled by William Watts, of Caius College, who 
was a learned man, and who thus gratified the public curiofity 
with the exploits of the Swedifh hero, ina quarto pamphlet. 

The great rebellion in 1641 was productive of abundance of 
periodical tracts, as well as of all thofe that have been pubs 
lifhed fince the firft newfpaper that appeared in the prefent 
form, the Public Intelligencer, publifhed by Sir Roger L’Ef- 
trange, the 31ftof Auguft, 1661. 

In the reign of Queen Anne, in the year 1709, there were 
eighteen weekly papers publifhed, of which, however, only 
one, was a daily paper—the London Courant. 

In the reign of George I. in 1724, there were publifhed 
three daily, fix weekly, and ten evening papers, three times a 
week. 

In the late reign, there was publifhed of newfpapers in Lon- 
don, and in all England ; 
In 1753 794115757 
1760 94.64;790 
And in the prefentreignin 1790 14,035,030 
179! 1457945153 
1792 15,005,760 

In 1793, there were publifhed in London, thirteen daily, 
twenty evening, and nine weekly papers. 

In the country, feventy ; and in Scotland fourtcen country 
papers. 

In 1794, who will now undertake to reckon them again ? 

Vou, XXIII, $74. 5 A SINGULAR 
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A SINGULAR AWARD., 


AX hungry beggar obferving the {moaking hot victuals ing 
cook’s fhop, went in, fat himfelf down, and eat fome 
of his own bread, and was fo fatisfied with the comfortable 
fmell of the meats and fauces (whereof he tafted no other. 
wife) that he confeffed, that his hunger was as well appeafed 
therewith, and that he had had as good a repaft, as if he had 
indeed ftuffed his paunch with the beft cheer there ; which 
the cock hearing, bid, with a ftern countenance, the poor 
caitiff pay for his dinner, at which the fimple gueft was 6 
much aftonifhed, and the crafty cook fo much the more earneft; 
at laft, they both agreed to abide the award of the firft man 
that fhould pafs by, who happened to be a ftudent at law, to 
whom, as their judge, they rehearfed the matter 5; which having 
heard, the ftudent caufed the poor man to put fo much money 
between two poringers, as amounted unto the unreafonable 
cook’s demand, and fhake them in the cook’s hearing, this 
done, the arbitrator awarded : 
«“ That as the cook had fed the poor man, with only the 
Jmell of his vituals, fo the poor man fhould pay him therefore 
with only the found of his coin.” 
The award was highly applauded by all in the fhop. 





AN AR 2 £4 DO.T &. 


R. SMOLLET T hasdefcribed the Spaniards of a haughty 
temper, expecting more than ordinary fubmiffion from 
thofe who approach the King’s prefence. A French Ambaf- 
fador, on an introduction to the King of Spain, was required 
to do fome homage which did not confift with the inftructions 
of his mafter, and therefore he refufed to comply. The King, 
thinking to put him out of countenance, faid aloud, ** What ! 
has the King of France no other men in his Court, that he 
fends to me fuch a fool as this ?” To which the Ambaflador 
replied, “ My mafter has many wifer men than myfelf about 
him ; but to fucha King, fuch an Ambaflador.” 





$e 


An ANECDOTE, 


Wt EN the learned and very rcfpeétable Dr. Warton, ree 
ligned the mafterfhip of Winchefter fchool, his fcho- 
lars 
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lars collected among themfelves the fum of 70 guineas, for the 
purpofe of prefenting to him a piece of plate of that value, 
with a handfome infcription upon it, expreffive of the affection 
andefteem which they felt for their old honoured mafter. This 
bufinefs was tranfacted with fo much privacy, that the Doctor 
was totally ignorant of their intention till the plate was deli- 
vered into his hands, accompanied by a letter from the whole 
body of the young gentlemen, couched in terms that drew tears 
from the eyes of the venerable man. 





An ANECDOTE. 


ENERAL FORBES, who had the command of the 
Portuguefe troops at Toulon, is an officer of dif- 
tinguifhed bravery, whofe engagement in the fervice of Por- 
tugal was occafioned by the following circumftance. Being 
in Paris, in his youth, when Mr. Alderman Wilkes, with fo 
much more wit than liberality, commenced his career againft 
the Scotch, a party of his countrymen drew lots for the duty, 
as they thought it, of avenging their country by the fword. 
The lot fell to Mr. Forbes, who came over and fent a meflage 
to Mr. Wilkes, to which the wit replied, “ that, having 
already four affairs of that fort upon his hands, he could not at 
prefent engage in another, but that he would fet Mr, Forbes 
down for the fifth, provided he would engage to protect him 
againft any more appeals from his countrymen.” Mr, Forbes, 
apprehending fome laugh againft him, if he returned imme- 
diately to Paris, with this anfwer, went to Portugal, and, in 
that vifit, made the conne¢ction, which has led to his prefent 
fervice. 

A few years fince, the courage and ftrength of the General 
faved him from two aflaflins, who, for fome pique, had been 
einployed againft him by a Portuguefe Nobleman, and who at- 
tacked him, at night, on his return from the theatre. As they 
advanced with their knives, the General, who had time to 
draw his fword, rufbed upon them, and, one having taken 
fhelter behind the other, he, by a fingle thruft, pinned them 
both tothe wall. Since then, the General has continued his 
“ of walking home, at night, but has never again been at- 
tac ed. 


§ 2 Curious 
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Curious Certificate of a Marriage found amongft an old | 


Lady's Writings. 


7 a is to certify whom it may concern, that Arthur 
Waters and Amy Yearfley were lawiully married by me 
John Higgifon, on the ft day of Auguft, 1703. 

I Arthur on Monday 

Take thee Amy till Tuefday, 

To have and to hold till Wednefday, 

For better, for worfe, till Thurfday. 

Vl kifs thee on Friday; 

If we don’t agree on Saturday, 

We'll part again on Sunday. 





An AN ECD OT E. 


TRANGE bequefts are often made in wills, but there is 
one lately entered on the legal records of Madras, which 
furpafies every thing of this kind. A wealthy Paétor, lately 
deceafed, harbouring arefentment in his laft moments againtt 
a Great Man in that Settlement, for along paffed infuls, which 
he had not nerve enough to punifh perfonally, has folemnly be- 
queathed a legacy of four thoufand guineas to the firft perfon 
who ‘hall have the heroifm to kick the faid Great Man on the 
parade of Fort St. George, 





Anfwer, by R. D. of St. Auftell, to F. B. Chivers’s Rebus, ins 
ferted Oftaber 28. 


AIL noble EULER! fer inftruGtion born, 
Thou friend of {cience, patron of eachart ! 


Anfwer, by T. Gill junior, of Stythians, to B. and C.s Rebus, ine 
Jerted November 4. 


HE place is EXETER that you prefent, 
A loyal city, true to Government. 
ttt We have received the like anfwer from P. Heare, of 
Stoke Ciinitland ; O. S. of Brittcl; a Loyalift of Truro; 
W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; and Eremita, of Welton Zoylaac. 
in 
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im old t fn ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Sutton Mallett. 
N° requifite is more defir’d than me 


To gain true merit from th’ impartial eye. 

The learned orator finds out a way 
By me his talents nobly to difplay. 
Poets my acquifition do require 
To ftrike aright their {weet melodious lyre 5 
The deep geometrician finds me out 
In all his works, to clear his mind of doubt; 
Reafons of things philofophers explain, 
And reputation then with me do gain; 
To fage aftronomers in ftudy pent, 
I oft. aiford.a ftore of fweet content, 
When in their deep refearches they fucceed, | 
And tell what will in after-times proceed ; 
Mufic’s foft charms, of ancient times declar’d, 
: Have been and ftill are now by me prepar’d 5 
et The {kilful furgeon in his art will own 
hich Has me toet a diflocated bone; 
tely Among the ftudents of the law I’m great 
int In right conveying of a large eftate; 
nich How glad the {cholars are in every place 
be- To learn their tafks with a becoming grace— 
fon They willa true acknowledgement confefs 
the Thro’ me their efforts come to perfe&tnefs ; 
Pleature attends the ufeful tenant’s mind, 
(If he to honefty is well inclin’d) 
When he has got his annual rent to pay, 
- And does it, as requir’d, without delay ; 
‘The hardy feaman knows me when he {cales 
The tow’ring maft to move the fpreading fails ; 
By me the flam and ruffle foldiers learn, 
And into martial exercife difcern, 

By the Great God of Earthand Sea I’m fent 
To many fons of men, and reprefent 
te Knowledge cf what they have, or what they want, 
Solution of my name, my friends, pray grant. 


MK FOR IROOM ROOK 
\t\] Our Correfpondents are requefted ta cbfcrve that it is ex 
P pected they fhould pay the Poflage of their Letters, and that other 


; wife they will not fee what they fend inferteds 
° 9 POETRY, 


Arthur 
by me 























> Oo 2 Ta. 


Elegy on the Britifh Officers and Soldiers who have died 
fighting for their King and Country in the laft Year's 
Campaign. 


USH’D is thevoice of War, ando’er the ground 
Sits death-like Silence, brooding, dark, and deep; 
Save where low groans, or dying pray’rs refound, 
Or Sorrow faintly thricks, too fad to weep; 


Save where, the rav’nous vulture fcreaming by, 
Propt on his {word the penfive veteran bends, 
And, Nature fpeaking in his pious eye, 
Guards the pale relics of his flaughter’d friends, 


Fall’n are the chiefs who claim’d the van of fight, 
Whofe hearts beat high, and, as the orient ray 

Flath’d mimic light’nings from their falchions bright, 
Panted for glory, and a deathful day. 


Yet hall their fpirits live, and, hov’ring near, 
With the bleft flame of patriot valour glow, 
And oft their airy fhapes fhall fcatter fear, 
At eve of battle, thro’ the fhudd’ring foe, 


But in the Britons, firm to ancient faith, 
Shall they not breathe the foul of loyalty ? 
Bid the {word leap fpontaneous from the fheath, 
Bid Vengeance arm, for heav’n and liberty ? 


Yes, deathlefs fouls !—~and round your honour’d bier 
Affection’s pleafing tribute oft thall flow : 

A fad memorial fhall your country rear, 
Deck’d with the trophies of fepulchral woe. 


There fhall your Frep’ric hang the fculptur’d urn 
With living laurel, and the cyprefs gloom ; 
6 Revers’d 
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Revers’d, the flag of Victory thall mourn, 
And Honour’s blade lie drooping on your tomb. 


There thall the war-worn vet’ran oft repair, 
And, ashe reads your ftory, trac’d by Truth, 

A finile fhall brighten thro’ the falling tear, 
And his old veins glow with the fire of youth. 


«¢ *Tis but a pang, that fhakes our mortal frame— 
« ’Tis but a blow,” the hoary chief hall cry; 
«“ Then fhall this fpirit mount on wings of flame, 
“ This body fleep, with thefe, in peace and victory.” 


BRITANNICUS. 








An admonitory Epiftle to Mr. Exfkine. 


N Kent there liv’d a very fapient Knight, 
Who, like great Curtis, took delight in angling ; 
His paftime was, on every moon-fhine night, 
At his pond’s fide to leave fome horfe-hairs dangling, 
Baited with worms, and fuch like dainty difhes 
As fuit the appetites of pond-bred fifhes. 


This innocent amufement pleas’d him rarely ; 
For, as he fnor’d, the filly fihh were caught, 

And in the morning were fufpended fairly, 
And to his table were at dinner brought. 

But human joys are fhort and tranfitory ; 

And foon were paft the triumphs pifcatory. 


A wag, who oft their practices had noted, 
One filent midnight to the pond repairs, 
And feizing every line as fnug it floated, 
Adapts new-fangled booty to the hairs : 
Then clofe behind a hedge’s favouring cover, 
Waits for the treat which morning would difcover. 


With early dawn his courfe the wight commences, 
Draws his firft line, and fees a cod fufpended : 

“ Blefs me!” criedhe, “ may I believe my fenfes? 
*¢ As good:a fea-fith as was e’er commended ! 

“ *Tis pafling ftrange ; nor canI forma notion, 

“* How to my pond he travell’d from the ocean.” 
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With that he draws his fecond line, when, lo ! 
A portly falmon dangles in his view : 
«“ ‘The Devil take me,” fays he, “ if I know 
«“ How this got here; but that he’s here is true; 
« *Tis ten to one, fome paflage he has found 
« To pond from ocean, underneath the ground.” 


This bright idea foon remov’d his doubt, 
The fact fo pat with theory appearing 5 
So with bold hand he plucks his third line out, 
And drew to land a paffing good red-herring. 
« Qdd’s blood ;” cried he, “ the cod and falmon puzzl’d, 
« But now, I fee, I fairly am bamboozl’d.” 


So, Erfkine ! when you offer’d your fupport 
ToGrey’s fantaftic plan of reformation, 

John Bull firft ftarted at the ftrange report, 
Yet foon conceiv’d you aim’d at reputation : 

But when he found you Pazne to PRINCE preferring, 
« D—mnit,” fays he, J fmell the fous’d red herring.” 





To the Memory of a Gentleman lately deceafed in Here- 
fordfhire. 


Or worth or merit ftay the parting breath, 
Or virtue fhield us from the fhaft of death, 
We had not mourn’d thy unexpected doom, 

Or paid our laft fad tribute at thy tomb. 

Oh! bleft with fenfe, with gentleft temper bleft, 
Confcience thy guide, and candour was thy gueft. 
Thy honeft heart was fway’d by truth alone, 

Nor knew a thought that thou fhould’ft blufh to own. 
Happy to pleafe, and fearful to offend, 

The friend of man and all mankind thy friend, 


Too early loft !—nor knows thy fenfelefs duft, 

How thou’rt regretted by the good and juft. 

The grateful poor lament their patron dead, 

‘The voice that.chear’d them and the hand that fed ; 
And while they bend in anguifh o’er thy grave, 

F cel the fad lofs. of him they pray’d to fave; 

And friendfbip views, with undifiembled fighs, 
‘The filent fpot, where allof BRYDGES his! 
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